
 

September 2025   

We hope you all had a lovely summer break, we know the summer holidays can be challenging 

but we hope you have been able to have some quality family time.  

What are we doing?  

We have continued to be part of many meetings with the local authority and other 

stakeholders to try and ensure families voices are heard and that our children are always the 

priority when decisions are made.  We are very aware that nationally Special Education Needs 

and Disability is in the spotlight at the moment, we understand how unsettling this is. If you 

need any help to access support please do reach out to us as we would be happy to signpost 

you. Please email info@bromleypcf.co.uk and we will be happy to help.   

We have attended a meeting with the speech and language therapy team at Bromley 

Healthcare about the new UTS (Universal, targeted and specialist) model for speech and 

language therapy in schools. They are very keen to start this new way of working in 

September and they hope this new model will mean therapy services will be available for 

more children and will reduce waiting list times. Please do share any feedback you have on 

this model as we would be keen to hear parents views on how the new service is delivered 

and how it impacts the children and families at ground level. Any feedback we receive can be 

shared with the speech and language team to help inform their practise..  

The new annual review process started in September. Our forum have not been actively 

involved in this project. We understand this new process could cause a lot of anxiety and 

worry about your child’s annual review. If you have any feedback you would like to share with 

us regarding the new process, please email us and we can pass on your feedback. There are 2 

meetings planned about the new annual review process. Please see more information about 

these meetings on the flyer below.  

We have been asked to share update you on important changes to Child Benefit eligibility, 

taking effect from 1 September 2025. These changes may affect families you support, and 

some may also be entitled to backdated payments. 

Current rules 

Child Benefit usually stops on 31 August after a child’s 16th birthday if they leave education 

or training. 



It continues if HMRC is told the young person is staying in approved full-time education or 

training, which currently means more than 12 hours of supervised study or training each 

week. 

What’s changing from 1 September 2025 

The definition of full-time education will be expanded to include: 

• Young people in non-advanced education who cannot meet the 12-hour weekly 

requirement due to illness or disability. 

• Young people in full-time non-advanced education outside a school or college (for 

example, being home-educated), whether this started before or after their 16th 

birthday. 

Parents and guardians in these circumstances will continue to be eligible for Child Benefit 

and can extend their claim through the HMRC app or online at https://www.gov.uk/child-

benefit-16-19 

Backdated payments 

An error in legislation in 2014 meant that some families in England missed out on Child 

Benefit and Child Tax Credit.  About 7 million families received Child Benefit last year. HMRC 

have identified that a very small number, about 500 over 10 years, may not have been paid 

their correct entitlement. This affected families in England only. As HMRC do not hold records 

of people who have been affected by this error, they have asked for help in reaching any 

parents or guardians who believe they may have been one of those affected, to contact 

HMRC as soon as possible. 

Parents and guardians may be entitled to backdated payments if, between 6 April 2014 and 

31 August 2025, they had a young person who was: 

• Aged 16–18, 

• Living in England, 

• Receiving education outside a school or college (e.g. home-educated), and 

• Where the Local Authority assessed the education as suitable. 

How families can check 

• Child Benefit enquiries: Call 0300 322 9620 or write to HMRC — Child Benefit Office, 

PO Box 1, Newcastle upon Tyne NE88 1AA. 

• Child Tax Credit enquiries: Call 0345 300 3900 or write to HMRC — Tax Credit Office, 

BX9 1ER. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/child-benefit-16-19
https://www.gov.uk/child-benefit-16-19


Upcoming Events and Groups  

SENSORY PLAY WORKSHOP  

This event is being run by the forum and we hope a member of the Early Years Inclusion Team 

will be able to attend as well Please secure your place by emailing events@bromleypcf.co.uk 

as spaces are limited.   

  

 

  



New Annual review process meetings  

 



SEND Local offer live  

  

 



Early Years Soft Play session- 10th November 9.30-11am or 12.30-2pm  

 

  

SEND Matters Live  

 

 

 

 

 



SEND STARS Awards  

  

 

 

 



 The Maypole project are running two groups one for young carers and siblings and a walk and 

talk for adults. Please see the flyers below for more information.  

  

 



  

  

 

 



Aqua Active   

  

 



We need you! We are looking for more people to join our steering group. Come as you are - no 

experience needed.   

• Can you help with event organisation (coffee mornings or focus groups etc)?   

• Do you have knowledge or experience of online tools such as eventbrite?   

• Are you a friendly face to talk to other parents and carers?   

Get in touch with us for a chat  by emailing info@bromleypcf.co.uk  

Your views?  

As our membership is growing we are keen to plan some events such as coffee mornings, 

workshops and family events. We would be interested to hear if you have any ideas of events? 

Are there any workshops you would find useful and would be keen to be part of?   

Spread the word  

We now have leaflets and posters printed that we are circulating, please let us know if you 

can help us by displaying a poster or handing out leaflets to parents and carers. Please share 

our website address with any families who could benefit from being part of our forum.   

Keep in touch  

We have a Facebook page where we use to share events from our partners. We now have a 

TikTok and Instagram account for the Bromley Parent Carer Forum. Please like, share and 

follow us and keep an eye on these for some introductory videos from key people in the 

coming weeks.  

Useful Links  

https://bromleypcf.co.uk  

 

  

TikTok   

 

  

Facebook   

 

  

Instagram   

 

  

Local offer clubs and events guide- https://new.express.adobe.com/webpage/v7dluzxU4Xr3K  

Local offer -Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Local Offer – London Borough 

of Bromley  

Contact- for families with disabled children  https://contact.org.uk  

We hope you have enjoyed this newsletter and you have found the information useful.    

Bromley Parent Carer Forum  

  

https://bromleypcf.co.uk/
https://www.tiktok.com/@bromley.parent.car
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558758242356&sk=about
https://www.instagram.com/bromleyparentcarerforum/
https://new.express.adobe.com/webpage/v7dluzxU4Xr3K
https://www.bromley.gov.uk/LocalOffer
https://www.bromley.gov.uk/LocalOffer
https://contact.org.uk/

